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new shelves in his study, or a battle with the Dutch.
Evelyn's diary covers sixty-six years, while Pepys
only wrote for nine : but there is no question which of
their diaries is, and will always be, the more popular,
Like all diarists who write for an audience, Evelyn
was self-conscious. We feel that he had to stop and
think what to leave out, even though what he did put
in was well-told and interesting. Pepys, with no
audience to consider, was absolutely un-selfconscious.
He was always honest, whether " mightily pleased "
or " nearly fuddled " and repenting with a bad head-
ache ; and his Diary, which has become a classic in
spite of him, is the record of a very lovable man.

When Evelyn and Pepys record the same thing, they
give us pictures which reveal by their differences the
'-different temperaments of the writers. Here is Evelyn's
account of the coronation of Charles II in 1661.

" The next day, being St. George's, he went by
water to Westminster Abbey. When his Majesty was
entered, the Dean and Prebendaries brought all the
regalia, and delivered them to several Noblemen to
bear before the King, who met them at the west door
of the Church, singing an anthem, to the Choir. Then
came the Peers in their robes, and coronets in their
hands, till his Majesty was placed in a throne elevated
before the altar. Then the Bishop of London (the
Archbishop of Canterbury being sick) went to every
side of the throne to present the King to the People,
asking if they would have him for their King and do
him homage; at this they shouted four times God
save King Charles the Second ! Then an anthem was
sung. Then his Majesty attended by three Bishops